
1 

 

ALDAN UNION CHURCH 

 POSITION PAPER ON THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE CHURCH 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

A. Even though the role of women in the church is and has been a hotly contested topic for a long time, the 

Scriptures are very clear about the scope and extent of the role of women and men in the Church.   
 

B. Specifically, the battle lines form over the issue of whether women are permitted to teach men and if 

women are permitted to be pastors, elders and deacons (trustees).   
 

I. WHAT IS THE OFFICIAL STANCE OF AUC? 
 

A. The purpose of this paper is to set forth what we believe to be the clear teaching of Scripture on the role 

of women in the church, and within that perspective to outline ways that the women of AUC may serve 

in the church to the glory of God.  We believe that in God’s sight women and men are of equal value, 

and we desire that women be able to make full use of their gifts in His service.  We are, however 

responsible before God to reflect the clear teaching of Scripture in the administration of the church.  We 

are not at liberty to set one passage against another or declare passages culturally conditioned, thus 

rendering them invalid. 
 

B. In accordance with our understanding of the teaching of Scripture, the AUC constitution stipulates that 

the positions of pastor and pastoral assistant, and offices of elder and deacon shall be held by men and 

subject to the list of qualifications of an elder in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1. In addition we have chosen to 

have only men serve as the primary leader of worship at all corporate worship services, taking a 

conservative view that worship leadership is in part a teaching role.  The   leader’s comments and 

transitions weave the theme of the service into the worship, and if done properly, serve as a 

teaching/shepherding opportunity.  
 

C. All other forms of leadership and service in the church are open to women.  The Constitution permits 

women members of the church to be elected to the Nominating Committee, appointed to the Pastoral 

Nominating Committee, or hold office in any other organization of the church.  The Council of Elders 

has the stated policy of appointing women to any committee that may be formed by the Council for a 

specific purpose, such as the Growth and Development Committee, the 100
th

 Anniversary Committee, 

the Building Committee, and others.  Women may also serve as teachers of children and other women in 

the church. 
 

D. In addition to that, we have women who regularly serve as auxiliary members of the various Elder 

Committees.  Other than leadership of corporate worship, teaching, and preaching, women may 

participate in the worship services in any other roles as directed by the Pastor of Worship.   
 

E. The Bible teaches that at creation both man and woman were made in the image of God; both had a 

personal relationship with Him, and both were responsible for their management of the created order 

(Gen. 1:26-28). 
 

F. The Bible teaches that both man and woman sinned and fell from their original estate (Gen. 3:6f).  Both 

inherited a sinful nature, and are equally in need of salvation (Rom. 5:12). 
 

G. The Bible teaches that God does not show partiality to anyone (Rom. 2:11).  He loves both man and 

woman equally and imparts the blessings of salvation to each equally (Acts 2:4, 17-18; Gal. 3:26-28). 
 

H. The Bible teaches that while God values man and woman equally, He has given each different roles and 

responsibilities in the family.  To the man He has given that of leading the family unit, and to the woman 

that of being His helper (Gen. 2:18-22; 3:16; 1 Cor. 11:3).  Note that the verb rule (mashal) in Gen. 3:16 

carries the idea of managing as steward, not ruling as king (malak).  The man is responsible to Christ 

His Head for His management (1 Cor. 11:3, 11), but at the same time he must be sensitive to his wife. 
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I. In a similar way, the Bible teaches that whereas, according to God’s sovereign purpose, the Holy Spirit 

gives spiritual gifts to men and women alike in the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:7f; 1 Pet. 4:10-11), He has 

given each different roles in the church.   Those who are chosen to exercise spiritual oversight and 

authoritative teaching in the church must be men (1 Cor. 11:3-16; 14:34; 1 Tim. 2:11-14).  According to 

1 Timothy 2, this is because the man was created first, and so it is a consequence of the fall. 
 

II. WHAT SCRIPTURES SPEAK TO THIS QUESTION? 
 

A. First, we can look at the model that both Jesus and the Apostle Paul gave us. 
 

1. Women played a large role in the ministry of Jesus.  Some of His closest friends and faithful 

followers were women (Matt. 27:55-56; Luke 23:49, 55).  They were the last to leave the cross and 

the first to see Jesus resurrected.  They followed Jesus around and financially supported Him and the 

apostles. 
 

2. But there were no women among the 12 apostles.  Women were not sent out to preach, teach, and 

heal (Luke 10:1 f). 
 

3. The critic would say that’s an argument of silence.  We find it compelling. 
 

4. The Apostle Paul had a high regard for women.  He had many friends that were women (Romans 

16).  But there were different roles assigned to men and women in the home and in the church, and 

the Apostle Paul speaks clearly to those roles.  
 

5. The male/female roles are commanded, and the reasons for those roles are clearly given.  There are 

timeless, eternal principles that apply, and there are cultural expressions of those principles.  For 

example a veil on a woman’s head was a cultural expression at that time and place of the timeless 

principle of a woman’s submission to her husband (1 Cor. 11:3-12).  But the principle of submission 

is timeless. 
 

6. In marriage we see this demonstrated in Eph. 5:22-33.  
 

7. Why do we believe that women are not to teach men?  (1 Timothy 2:11-14) 
 

a. To teach – clearly this refers to the public meeting (see 3:15).  Women are not to teach men. 
 

b. Women are able to teach others.  Those gifted to teach will be able to exercise that gift. 
 

8. Women are not permitted to have authority over a man. 
 

a. To have authority in earlier usage referred to one who with his own hands kills either others or 

himself.  In later Greek usage it refers to “one who does a thing himself, the author; one who acts 

on his own authority; autocratic; to govern one; to exercise authority over.”  The word “have” 

here seems to be a weak translation.  The KJV uses the word usurp.  It means to act of oneself.  

The ESV uses the word exercise. 
 

b. In other words there is nothing wrong with women having some authority over men if that 

authority has been delegated to them in areas where God’s Word does not forbid it.  But women 

are not to be elders, deacons, overseers in the church- even if some male leaders want to give 

them that authority. 
 

c. However, under the authority of church leaders there is no reason why women cannot be the 

superintendents of departments in the Bible School where there are male teachers.  There is no 

reason why a woman cannot direct the choir; lead handbells; oversee the drama; etc.  There is 

nothing implied in this Scripture that says women are to have any limited role, except as 

indicated in the Scripture. 
 

9. The order of creation argues against those who say these verses are to be interpreted only for one 

time and one place.  That is what is given in v. 13.  It is not cultural, not part of the Law, and not for 

one specific period of time. 
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a. Man is the generic head of woman (Gen. 5:2).  God called their name man (Adam).  He was not 

at all politically correct.   
 

b. At the same time Matthew Henry makes an important point: By taking woman from the rib of 

man, it shows that the woman was not made out of his head to rule over him, nor out of his feet 

to be trampled upon by him, but out of his side to be equal with him . . . and near his heart to be 

beloved. 
 

10. The deception of the fall also argues the same point.  Eve was deceived by a flashy half truth; her 

man was persuaded by a tie of affection.  She was deceived, but he was not.  That was not affected 

by time and culture either.  Don’t minimize Adam’s sin.  He sinned against light he had been given.  

He deliberately disobeyed.  Eve was deceived. 
 

11. The submission of woman to man is not Paul’s invention.  It is rooted in the very nature of the sexes 

and was put there by God Himself.  Disaster comes when that relationship is violated. 
 

12. These principles apply in the home and in the church, but Scripture says nothing about applying 

them elsewhere.  It would not be unbiblical to have women in roles of authority over men in 

government, business, industry, schools, etc.  It would not be unbiblical to have women as CEO’s, 

COO’s, CFO’s, and even President of the United States. 
 

B. Why else do we believe that women are not to hold the offices of pastor, elder or trustee? 
 

1. 1 Tim. 3:1-12 and Titus 1:6-9. 
 

2. These passages describe the qualifications for elder.  Notice that the pronouns referring to elders are 

all masculine, and it is further stipulated that an elder must be the husband of one wife.  The same 

points can be made with regard to the deacon (trustee).  There are very limited passages where the 

Greek term diakonos (masculine singular) is used to refer to official officers of the church.  In all 

other passages it is used in the ordinary non-technical sense of “servant.”  With most interpreters,  

we consider Romans 16:1 where Phoebe is termed a diakonon (feminine singular), to have the    

non-technical meaning of “servant.” 
 

C. Ben Deffenbaugh: “No one, save the rankest liberal, would disagree with the fact that it was the practice 

of the Apostle Paul that women could not take a leadership role in the church meeting. Most, however, 

would be inclined to say that the reasons for this practice were purely cultural, and therefore 

inapplicable to the church today.  With this we must disagree, for Paul does not base his instructions on 

culture, but upon principles which are related to the purpose of the church and to the teachings of the 

Old Testament. In 1 Corinthians Paul’s teaching is consistent with the ‘law’ (14:34). In 1 Timothy the 

silence of women is established upon the teachings of the early chapters of Genesis (1 Tim. 2:13-14). 

We will only understand the necessity of women not leading or being in authority in the church when we 

understand the principle which underlies this practice. That principle is that God has assigned man the 

responsibility of reflecting or demonstrating the headship of Jesus Christ in marriage and in the church.” 
 

It is fundamental that we understand that the church is God’s showplace. God is using the church to 

demonstrate truth, both to the angelic hosts as well as to the world. In Ephesians we read: “in order that 

the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the 

authorities in the heavenly places” (Eph. 3:10). 
 

In the fifth chapter of Ephesians we are told that the relationship of Jesus Christ to His church is 

reflected in the husband-wife relationship in marriage. Marriage, the church, and the family are God’s 

object lessons. This being the case, husband, wives, and children all have a role to carry out in order to 

properly demonstrate what God wishes to communicate. 
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