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ALDAN UNION CHURCH 

 POSITION PAPER ON HOMOSEXUALITY 
  

Aldan Union Church has developed this position paper on a topic that needs clarity and understanding.  In 

today’s society much is being said of LGBT, gay marriage, gay rights, homophobia, etc.  It is important that we 

articulate our clear understanding of what the ultimate authority, God’s Word, has to say about this very volatile 

subject.  Our premise will be that all of us are sinners in need of forgiveness.  All sin needs to be dealt with 

God’s way.  There are many sins.  Among those sins are sexual sins.  Heterosexual sins include adultery and 

pre-marital sexual relations, both in lust and physical act.  In love God, in His Word, names homosexuality as 

another sexual sin, both in lust and physical act.  [When the term homosexuality is used throughout this paper, it 

refers to this description.]  But we also recognize that none of us is righteous before God apart from seeking His 

forgiveness and cleansing.  Our desire is to love those God loves, and to speak the truth in love.   
 

1. The Bible makes it very clear that homosexuality is sin and is detestable; shameful; unnatural; indecent; 

perverse; contrary to sound doctrine; and therefore forbidden. 

 

a. Genesis 18:1-8, 16-33; 19 – God’s judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah 

 

b. Leviticus 18:22 - “‘Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable.” 

 

c. Leviticus 18:29 – “Everyone who does any of these detestable things—such persons must be cut off 

from their people.” 

 

d. Leviticus 20:13a - “‘If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what 

is detestable.”   

 

e. Romans 1:26-27 – “Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women 

exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. 27In the same way the men also abandoned natural 

relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts 

with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.” 

 

f. 1 Corinthians 6:9 – “Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of  God?  Do not 

be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor 

homosexual offenders . . .” 

  

g. 1 Timothy 1:9-11 – “We also know that law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and 

rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious; for those who kill their fathers or mothers, 

for murderers, 
10

for adulterers and perverts, for slave traders and liars and perjurers—and for 

whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine 
11

that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed 

God, which he entrusted to me.”  Other translations translate the single word perverts in the 

following manner: ESV translates it men who practice homosexuality.  NASB and HCSB translate 

it homosexuals;   NET translates it practicing homosexuals]. 
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h. Jude 7 – “In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to 

sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of 

eternal fire.” 

 

When we understand what is right about human sexuality, then we can see why the alternative is wrong.  

God created male and female, man and woman, to be the perfect complement for each other in every 

way.  Adam understood that Eve was flesh of his flesh with which he may be united. 

 

This is central to the homosexuality discussion.  The anatomical distinction between man and woman 

provides the physical basis for their one fleshness.  Without this so many of the sacred aspects of the 

marriage act are lost, and therefore lost in the homosexual act.   

 

2. Since homosexuality is forbidden, it is a choice on the part of an individual whether or not to be 

obedient to the Scriptures in this area.  Regardless of one’s sexual orientation or how that may have 

come about, the Scriptures show moral behavior is the result of acts of the will.   

 

We espouse the thinking of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church [slightly edited] with regard to a 

question that often arises:  

 

“The question of what is moral has become a confused issue in our society. Even some Christian 

churches and their leaders are granting moral legitimacy to homosexuality. The prevailing ethic 

in the minds of many has become a ‘genetically-based morality.’ In recent years, various studies 

have been put forth which claim to prove that homosexuality is a matter of orientation at birth 

rather than moral choice. If this is the case, it is argued that homosexuality cannot be immoral in 

that it is part of one’s genetic makeup. 

 

The EPC finds such moral logic to be significantly flawed. First of all, the studies cited to 

‘prove’ genetic orientation are tenuous at best. We dispute the premise which would base 

morality on [human studies]. As important as the debate regarding homosexuality is, it is but a 

single battlefield upon which a much larger question is being contested: How are we to 

determine what is right and wrong?   

 

The EPC asserts that God’s law alone as revealed in the Holy Scriptures is to be our basis for 

morality. We reject attempts to base morality on scientific study. The Bible teaches that since the 

fall of man, mankind has been born with a sinful nature. The Bible teaches that greed, lust, envy, 

strife, etc., are characteristic of fallen man, and in that sense are our orientation from birth. But 

while they may be our natural orientation, they are still sin. Simply put, the Old and New 

Testaments consistently condemn homosexual practice and repeatedly affirm that God forgives 

the repentant sinner.” 

 

3. God forgives all sins.  Homosexuality is not an exception; nor is it a worse sin in God’s sight than other 

sins, e.g., gossip, greed, gluttony, stealing, etc. 

 

a. When we repent, God completely forgives all our sins. 
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(1) 1 John 1:9
 
– “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 

us from all unrighteousness.” 

 

(2) Ezekiel 18:22
 
– “None of the offenses he has committed will be remembered against him. 

Because of the righteous things he has done, he will live.” 

 

b. When God forgives our sins, they are gone. 

 

(1) Psalm 103:12
 
– “As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions 

from us.” 

 

(2) Psalm 130:3
 
– “If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?” 

 

(3) Micah 7:19
 
– “You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl 

all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.” 

 

(4) Hebrews 8:12
 
– “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 

 

(5) Isaiah 43:25
 
- “I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and 

remembers your sins no more.” 

 

(6) Psalm 65:3
 
– “When we were overwhelmed by sins, you forgave our transgressions.” 

 

(7) Isaiah 38:17
 
– “Surely it was for my benefit that I suffered such anguish. In your love you kept 

me from the pit of destruction; you have put all my sins behind your back.” 

 

4. According to Scripture those engaged in homosexuality need to do as any others involved in sin should 

do – repent of the sin, forsake it, and confess it to the Lord. “He is faithful and just to forgive our sins 

and purify us from all unrighteousness” – 1 John 1:9. 

 

5. Aldan Union Church members should love everyone as the Bible teaches us.  We should love those who 

are heterosexual and those who practice homosexuality.  We should be kind, helpful, courteous, and 

caring to all people as the Lord Jesus Christ demonstrated for us.   

 

a. Galatians 5:14 – “The entire law is summed up in a single command: ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’” 

 

b. Galatians 6:10a – “Therefore as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people …” 

 

c. 1 Corinthians 5:9-10
 
– “I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral 

people— 
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not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, 

or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world.”  
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We are in agreement with the following portion of a Position Paper from Reformed Churches of 

America [slightly edited]: A report entitled “Christian Pastoral Care for the Homosexual,” presented to 

the General Synod in 1979, listed areas of congregational life with which the church must come to terms 

if it is to witness effectively to those who practice homosexuality. 

 

a. Elimination of the double standard of morality applied to those who claim to be homosexual.  It 

often seems as though the church places certain sins, homosexuality among them, beyond its own 

responsibility for ministry and, by implication, beyond the reach of God's grace. 

 

b. The church should acknowledge its sins against those who practice homosexuality. Homosexuality is 

neither to be celebrated nor persecuted.  The church needs to speak the truth in love, learn to listen, 

and determine to put away the sins commonly committed against those who claim to be homosexual, 

including stereotyping, caricaturing, and enjoying disparaging humor at their expense.    

 

6. Unrepentant homosexuality is incompatible with our view of Scripture and our Church Covenant which 

is required of members in Aldan Union Church.  There is also a higher standard the Bible prescribes for 

those who are professing believers who engage in immoral activity, and there is a prescribed manner of 

relating to them in an effort to help bring about restoration.  1 Corinthians 5:11-13 – “But now I am 

writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral 

or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat. 
12

What 

business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 
13

God will 

judge those outside. ‘Expel the wicked man from among you.’” 

  

7. Unrepentant homosexuality is incompatible with the biblical qualifications for pastor, elder, and trustee 

in Aldan Union Church (1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:6-9). 

 

8. Based on the preceding Scriptures throughout this Position Paper and the ones that follow, Aldan Union 

Church believes God declares that marriage is between a man and a woman.   

 

a. Genesis 2:24 – “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and 

they will become one flesh.”  

  

b. Matthew 19:4-6 – “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them 

male and female,’ 
5
and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 

his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? 
6
So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what 

God has joined together, let man not separate.” 

 

AUC, therefore will not permit same sex marriage or civil unions at Aldan Union Church or its 

properties, nor will it permit its Pastors to officiate at a same sex marriage or civil union elsewhere. 

 

      9.  AUC cannot partner with organizations that are not in doctrinal agreement with this position paper  

       (2 Corinthians 6:14-18). 
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