
ALDAN UNION CHURCH  

GUIDELINES FOR DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE                                             
 

 Aldan Union Church believes that God’s ideal for marriage is the lifetime union of one 

man and one woman (Gen. 2:18-25; Matt. 19:6; Mark 10:2-12; Luke 16:18; 1 Cor. 7:39).  

God’s feeling about divorce is clearly stated in Malachi 2:16:  “‘I hate divorce,’ says the 

LORD God of Israel.”  That has always been His feeling.  However, because of sin and its 

consequences, God permitted divorce and remarriage as a concession to the hardness of the 

human heart (Deut. 24:1-4; Matt. 19:8).  It was never His ideal.  Aldan Union Church will 

always try to do whatever is possible to promote God’s ideal.  We will never counsel anyone to 

become divorced.  In all instances of marital difficulty, reconciliation should be the believer’s 

goal and should be pursued diligently.  While attempting reconciliation, separation may 

sometimes be warranted, in particular when there is mental or physical abuse.  Here, again, 

every effort should be made to bring about repentance, healing and reconciliation (1 Cor. 7:10-

11). 

 

 Although we will not in any way encourage anyone to become divorced, we will do as 

we believe God has done – allow it under very specific circumstances, as follows: 

 

 1.  Divorce and remarriage are permissible for the offended spouse when a believing or 

      unbelieving spouse enters into a state of sexual immorality (Matt. 5:32). 

 

 2.  When a believing spouse is deserted by an unbelieving partner, divorce and  

       remarriage are permissible (1 Cor. 7:15). 

 

 When a person is contemplating divorce for either of these two reasons, it is our desire 

whenever possible that he or she consult the Pastor and an Elder of the Pastor’s choice for 

advice. 

 

 Remarriage cannot be sanctioned if in the judgment of the Council of Elders the divorce 

is obtained for any reasons other than the cases above. 

 

 In any situation where divorce or divorce and remarriage has taken place, it is 

understood that all individuals should be made aware of the forgiveness that is so graciously 

granted by God for any sinful behavior that has resulted in repentance and confession to Him.  

No sin is unpardonable except a final rejection of Jesus Christ.  Scriptures that apply in this 

situation are Isaiah 1:18; 43:25; Luke 6:37; Eph. 4:32, among others.  We need to be willing to 

forgive and demonstrate love to those who have experienced God’s forgiveness. 

 

 Church members who violate the divorce guidelines established by the Council of 

Elders shall be disciplined in a manner consistent with the Scriptures and the Constitution of 

Aldan Union Church. 
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POLICY WITH REGARD TO SERVICE IN THE CHURCH 
 

The Church desires that the offices of Pastor, Pastoral Assistants, Elder, and Trustee reflect the 

Biblical ideal of marriage.  No person who is divorced and remarried or is married to a 

divorced person whose previous husband was not remarried or deceased at the time of the 

marriage, therefore, may hold any of these offices.  The reason for the standard is the stricter 

interpretation of the requirements set for these positions of leadership (1 Tim. 3). 

 

Exceptions to this policy may be granted when the Council of Elders recognizes significant 

extenuating circumstances and, by a vote of ¾ of the full Board, agrees that this restriction 

does not apply to a particular circumstance. 

 

 

UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES WILL ALDAN UNION CHURCH      

REMARRY INDIVIDUALS? 
 

Reconciliation of a marriage is the goal as long as it is possible.  As a church we want God’s 

very best for all of our church members.  We have chosen as an act of love to actively do 

whatever can be done to help restore a marriage unless there is no longer any chance at all of 

reconciling it.  Accordingly, to fully promote God’s ideal for marriage, no persons may be 

remarried by Aldan Union Church or by Aldan Union Church staff unless their former spouse 

is either deceased or remarried.  In those cases there is no longer any chance of reconciling the 

marriage. 

 

In such cases persons desiring to be remarried at Aldan Union Church may do so at the 

discretion of the Pastor in keeping with the other principles in the Church’s Statement on 

Divorce and Remarriage. 
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